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1. Introduction

1.1 Our Ambition

Our ambition is to achieve a step change in levels of walking and cycling across
Cheshire East which will benefit the environment, health and wellbeing, the local
economy and communities. Cheshire East Council has committed to delivering local
action to tackle the climate change emergency and walking and cycling will play
crucial a part in this.

Our new Local Transport Plan 4 puts walking and cycling at the heart of the planning
and design of the Borough’s streets, communities and green spaces. A key supporting
document of the of LTP4 is the Council’s Cycling Strategy which aims to ‘enable more
people to cycle safely, more often and with confidence for everyday and leisure
journeys’. A key objective within the Cycling Strategy is to create networks and
infrastructure that is safe, attractive, cohesive and direct. We aim to double the
number of people cycling in Cheshire East by 2027.

This Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) sets out our ambitious
plans for a high-quality walking and cycling network for Congleton, Macclesfield and
Wilmslow. This LCWIP will set the standard for how walking and cycling infrastructure
should be planned and delivered in our Borough, with schemes aiming for high quality
infrastructure in line with Local Transport Note 01/20. We also intend to build on this
LCWIP to plan further infrastructure improvements across the Borough through our
LTP4 over the coming years.

1.2 Background

Following the publication of the Cycling and Walking Investment Strategy (CWIS) by
the Department for Transport (DfT) in 2017, Local Authorities (LAs) have been
encouraged to develop Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plans (LCWIP) to
provide a strategic approach to identify walking and cycling improvements which are
required at a local level. The strategy states that whilst “the preparation of LCWIPs is
non-mandatory, local authorities who have plans will be well placed to make the case
for future investment”.

LCWIPs are unique compared to previous active travel strategies since they attach
equal importance to both walking and cycling. A 40-page guidance document was
produced to guide LAs through the process of producing LCWIPs, to ensure plans are
evidence based and consider input from local communities and key stakeholders. As
such, LCWIPs aim to create a long-term approach to increasing the number of cycling
and walking trips, through the identification of preferred routes and to subsequently
create a prioritised programme of infrastructure improvements for future investment.

Congleton, Macclesfield and Wilmslow were selected for the development of this
LCWIP based upon an evidence-based review which identified these areas as having
the highest potential to increase walking and cycling excepting Crewe and Nantwich
for which previous plans have already been developed.

1.3 Report Structure

The following sections of the report are reflective of the structure recommended within
the LCWIP guidance, and comprise of:
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¶ Section 1 Determining Scope: establishes the geographical extent of the
LCWIP;

¶ Section 2 Gathering Information: identifies existing patterns of walking and
cycling through a review of existing conditions and identifies barriers to cycling
and walking;

¶ Section 3 Network Planning for Cycling: identify origin and destination
points and cycle flows. Convert flows into a network of routes and determine
the types of interventions required;

¶ Section 4 Network Planning for Walking: identify key trip generators, core
walking zones and routes, audit existing provision and determine the types of
interventions required;

¶ Section 5 Prioritising Improvements: prioritise improvements to develop a
phased programme for future investment; and

¶ Section 6 Integration and Application: integrate outputs into local planning
and transport policies, strategies and delivery plans.
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2. Policy Review

In developing an LCWIP, it is important that a strong evidence base is created by
initially undertaking a thorough review of the existing local policy background. As
such, an initial review of relevant planning documents was undertaken to gather an
understanding of the baseline conditions and existing walking and cycling
infrastructure within the LCWIP study area. The review covers the key strategies and
policies which are of relevance to the LCWIP and how this coincides with a wide range
of overlapping policies, including public health, environmental sustainability and
improving access to life opportunities.

2.1 Cheshire East Council Local Transport Plan 4

The Cheshire East Council Local Transport Plan 4 (2019-2024) outlines the key
ambitions for the Borough with the following objectives:

¶ Supporting growth and economic strength through connectivity;

¶ Ensuring accessibility to services;

¶ Protecting and improving our environment;

¶ Promoting health, wellbeing and physical activity;

¶ Maintaining and managing our network assets; and

¶ Improving organisational efficiency and effectiveness.

The LTP gives specific support to walking and cycling through the following Actions:

¶ Action 5.15 – We will seek opportunities to reallocate road space to pedestrians
and cycling

¶ Action 7.4 – We will work to improve the quality of our footpaths and pavements,
including through targeted investment as part of our asset led approach to
highway maintenance;

¶ Action 7.5 – We will connect existing parts of the pedestrian network, close gaps
and address safety concerns at identified hotspots;

¶ Action 7.6 - We will continue to maintain and improve the existing cycling
infrastructure and develop a network of strategic high-quality cycle routes
connecting the Borough;

¶ Action 7.7 – We will support the development of Town Cycling Plans and their
integration in the Neighbourhood Plans for all towns and key service centres in
the Borough;

¶ Action 7.8 – We will support the delivery of improved walking and cycling
infrastructure as part of the delivery of other major transport schemes;

¶ Action 7.9 – We will seek to ensure that developments are planned in a
sustainable way through the inclusion of active travel facilities and linkages;



OFFICIAL
4

¶ Action 7.12 - We will continue to reduce barriers for multimodal active travel and
improve the accessibility to and facilities at rail and bus stations for pedestrians
and cyclists;

¶ Action 7.13 - We will facilitate the use of walking and cycling to access leisure
destinations and for leisure trips;

¶ Action 7.14 – We will seek external funding from all sources to support active and
sustainable travel interventions.

Upon publication, it is intended that the LCWIP will be a supporting daughter
document of the LTP.

2.2 Cheshire East Council Local Plan

The CEC Local Plan was adopted in July 2017 and sets out the Council’s plan for
sustainable economic growth up to 2030.

In order to deliver this vision for Cheshire East as a whole, the Council has set four
strategic priorities:

¶ Promote economic prosperity by creating conditions for business growth;

¶ Create sustainable communities where all members are able to contribute and
where all the infrastructure required to support the community is provided;

¶ Protect and enhance environmental quality of the built and natural environment;
and

¶ Reduce the need to travel, manage car use and promote more sustainable modes
of transport and improving the road network.

Within the Local Plan, the following policies apply to the transport aspects of a
development:

¶ Policy CO1: Sustainable Travel and Transport; within the Local Plan specifically
refers to improving public transport and active travel (walking and cycling)
provision.

Section 3.5 provides further detail on specific Local Plan sites within the three LCWIP
towns.

2.3 Cheshire and Warrington LEP Transport Strategy

The Cheshire and Warrington Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) published their
Draft Sub-Regional Transport Strategy on the 6th April 2018. The Plan outlines the
ways in which transport will contribute to achieving the priorities of the Strategic
Economic Plan up until 2040.

The Strategy outlines a number of aims which are of relevance to cycling and walking
improvements, with a selection of such aims including:

¶ Increasing the proportion of trips undertaken by walking and cycling to
accommodate demand without contributing to congestion levels;
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¶ Improve facilities and the local environment to support the establishment of
healthy and sustainable communities; and

¶ Actively promoting sustainable travel to work and thereby minimising single
occupancy car travel.

As part of the LEP’s Local Growth Fund Sustainable Travel Package, CEC are
improving walking and cycling routes in Wilmslow including key links to employment
and the train station.

2.4 Public Health Joint Strategic Needs Assessment

A Joint Strategic Needs Assessment identifies health and social care needs for an
area and monitors progress and opportunities associated with this to inform decision-
making. The Assessment is produced in collaboration with stakeholders, with the aim
of this creating a holistic approach.

The Cheshire East Assessment covers various elements including; mental health and
employment, air quality, and drug and alcohol misuse. Cycling and walking can have
a significant impact on these elements. It has been proven that active travel positively
impacts upon public health. Therefore, improving local walking and cycling
infrastructure can improve the outputs of the assessment.

2.5 Cheshire East Local Air Quality Strategy

Cheshire East published their Draft Local Air Quality Strategy in July 2018 which aims
to provide a strategic framework to deliver local air quality improvements within
Cheshire East. Air quality across Cheshire East is generally good. There are a number
of AQMAs across the borough, which have all been declared for levels of nitrogen
dioxide which relates directly to traffic levels and congestion.

As all of the air quality problems relate to traffic volumes and congestion, it is vital that
the Air Quality Strategy is integrated within the LTP as this will assist many of the
action plan measures being implemented.

The Air Quality Strategy refers to promoting opportunities for active travel (i.e. walking
and cycling) in order to have a positive impact on air quality across the Borough.

2.6 Sustainable Modes of Travel to School Strategy

The Cheshire East Sustainable Modes of Travel to School Strategy (SMOTS) was
formally adopted by Cabinet in July 2018 and intends to achieve the following targets:

¶ Increase the number of schools participating in promotional campaigns (e.g. Walk
Once a Week – WOW) to 30 per year; and

¶ Increase the number of schools/colleges with Bronze level accreditation with
Modeshift STARS to 20.

If the above targets are achieved, this would contribute to reducing vehicle emissions
and thereby improve air quality, improve road safety, and increase the
health/wellbeing of staff, students, and parents/carers.

SMOTS is supported by the Safer Routes to School Programme which has an annual
budget of £150,000. This can be assigned to schemes which improve safe and
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sustainable routes to school. Schools with up-to-date School Travel Plans are invited
to submit requests for capital funding for walking and cycling infrastructure schemes.
Such schemes further encourage active travel to schools.

2.7 Draft Congleton Neighbourhood Plan (since withdrawn)

Neighbourhood Plans aim to empower local communities to use the planning system
to promote suitable and sustainable development in their area.

The draft Congleton Neighbourhood Plan (since withdrawn) outlines a series of
policies which, once made, are intended to guide development and the preparation of
planning applications. The Plan aims to deliver the Vision for Congleton to 2030, to
reflect issues raised by the local community. The Plan outlined a vision for Congleton
alongside a series of objectives, with reference to improving the provision and quality
of walking and cycling links across the town.

The Congleton town cycling group produced a Cycling Masterplan for Congleton in
2016 which outlines a range of interventions which would improve the quality,
cohesion and attractiveness of the cycle network in Congleton. The Plan highlights
potential links between the existing cycle network and future development sites to
ensure that new housing and employment is accessible through cycling.

2.8 Wilmslow Neighbourhood Plan

The Wilmslow Neighbourhood Plan was made in November 2019, and Policy TA5
specifically refers to cycling in Wilmslow. The Plan states that future cycling schemes
should be designed to avoid a ‘hard’ edge of cycling provision at the edge of Wilmslow
Parish boundary and ensure that they effectively integrate with other infrastructure.
The Plan aims to improve the quality of routes, such as ensuring clear designation
and marking of cycle lanes in addition to encouraging different groups of people to
use the network for more of their everyday journeys.
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3. Gathering Information

3.1 Introduction

A review of baseline data across the LCWIP towns using 2011 Census outputs has
been undertaken to understand the existing conditions within the LCWIP study area.
It is to be noted that since the data is from 2011, this does not account for any changes
to the demographics within the LCWIP towns from 2011 to date. Nonetheless this
provides a useful baseline to understand travel demand within the three specified
towns.

The results of the review are displayed visually below followed by a general analysis
of the data. The data is reported based upon Census Lower Super Output Areas
(LSOAs).

3.2 Sustrans National Cycle Network

The National Cycle Network (NCN) comprises a range of traffic-free paths and on-
road cycling routes throughout the UK.

Macclesfield benefits from access to National Route 55 via the centre of the town.
Congleton also benefits from access to National Route 55 to the east and south of the
town. No national or regional routes run directly through the centre of Wilmslow;
however Regional Route 85 is located to the north-west of the town alongside Quarry
Bank Mill.

Sustrans are currently undertaking a review of their national and regional route
networks to assess their suitability as high quality, accessible routes. CEC are working
in partnership with Sustrans as part of producing the LCWIP to ensure route
improvements are coordinated. The quality of the national and regional routes within
the LCWIP area are of a varying nature with opportunities for improvements to be
made to enhance accessibility and cycling uptake.

Sustrans are focusing on improving their National Cycle Network (NCN) with NCN
Route 55 extending through both Congleton and Macclesfield a focus for
improvement.

3.3 Travel to Work Data

Travel to work data for journeys in Cheshire East, North West England and England
are displayed in Table 3-1 below.
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Table 3-1 Travel to work data

Travel
to work

Wilmslow Macclesfield Congleton Cheshire
East

North West England

Work
from
Home

11% 8% 9% 11% 9% 8%

Train 3% 2% 1% 2% 2% 2%

Bus,
minibus
or coach

2% 3% 2% 2% 9% 9%

Taxi 1% 1% 0% 0.3% 1% 1%

Motorcycl
e, scooter
or moped

0% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1%

Driving or
passenge
r in a car
or van

66% 62% 67% 71% 58% 66%

Bicycle 2% 2% 2% 3% 2% 2%

On foot 6% 14% 11% 9% 10% 10%

Other
method of
travel to
work

1% 0% 0% 0.4% 0.5% 0.5%

Table 3-1 shows that travel to work via bicycle in Cheshire East is 1% higher than the
north west England and national average, however commuting journeys via car in
Cheshire East are 13% higher than the north west England average and 5% higher
than the national average.

Journeys to work on foot are above the national average in Congleton (1% above)
and Macclesfield (4% above), whilst travel to work on foot in Wilmslow is below the
national average by 4%.

Journeys to work via bicycle in Wilmslow, Congleton and Macclesfield are in line with
the national average, and commuter journeys via car are highest in Congleton and
lowest in Macclesfield, however the number of journeys to work completed by car in
all three LCWIP towns broadly align with the national average.
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3.4 Distance to work

The LCWIP guidance states that a realistic walking distance is approximately 2.5 km
and a realistic cycling distance is 5km. The potential to increase cycling and walking
levels in the LCWIP study areas based upon outputs from the PCT and Census 2011,
are outlined in Table 3-2 below.

Table 3-2 Summary Statistics

Criteria Macclesfield Congleton Wilmslow ALL
AREAS

Resident Population 52,500 26,482 24,497 103,479
Cycling journeys to
work (2011 Census) 547 192 145 884

PCT Government
Scenario Cycling 1,199 415 402 2,016

PCT estimated
increase in cycling
(Government
Scenario)

119% 116% 177% 128%

Walking journeys to
work (2011 Census) 4,119 1,303 775 6,197

Number / % trips
under 2km 7,778 2,898 1,877 12,553

Number / % trips
under 7km 14,720 4,572 5,225 24,517

The outputs show that there is potential to increase the number of journeys to work
undertaken by bicycle by 119% in Macclesfield, 116% in Congleton, and 177% in
Wilmslow, when comparing the outputs from the 2011 Census and the PCT
Government scenario. Such a shift would create a significant uptake in cycling across
the LCWIP study area. Further, there is potential to increase the number of journeys
to work on foot which are under 2km by 3,659 in Macclesfield, 1,595 in Congleton,
and 1,102 in Wilmslow.

Census 2011 Travel to Work data was also analysed to identify the number of
journeys which could be undertaken on foot or by bicycle, which is displayed in Table
3-3 below.

Table 3-3 Distance travelled to work (Census 2011)

Less than
10km

10km-less
than 30km

30km+ Work mainly at or
from home

Wilmslow 40% 29% 8% 16%
Macclesfield 55% 22% 22% 10%
Congleton 36% 36% 9% 11%

Table 3-3 shows that the greatest number of journeys under 10km are undertaken in
Macclesfield (55%) and Wilmslow (40%). This suggests potential for journeys which
are currently completed via car to be undertaken partly or fully on foot or by bicycle.

2.5 Safety

A review of road traffic collisions within the LCWIP study area was undertaken through
analysis of STATS19 data source. Collisions are divided based on severity into; slight,
serious, and fatal, and are visually displayed below.
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Figure 3-1 Wilmslow STATS19

Figure 3-1 shows that the majority of collisions recorded in the Wilmslow LCWIP study area are of a “slight” severity, with the
greatest concentration of collisions focused on the B5086 Alderley Road, and the north of the A538 Alderley Road. The majority of
collisions occur on the main arterial routes within Wilmslow.
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Figure 3-2 Macclesfield STATS19

Figure 3-2 shows that the majority of collisions recorded in the Macclesfield LCWIP study area are of a “slight” severity and are
focused on the arterial routes of Victoria Road, A537 Chester Road, and Churchill Way. One fatal accident was recorded on B5470
Hurdsfield Road.
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Figure 3-3 Congleton STATS19
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Figure 3-3 shows that the majority of collisions recorded in the Congleton LCWIP
study area are of a “slight” severity and are mainly focused in the town centre along
West Street and Lawton Street, with one fatal accident recorded on Lawton Street. A
further fatal accident was recorded on A54 Mountbatten Way, and a fatal accident
was recorded on Mill Street. The fatal accident on Mountbatten Way involved a
pedestrian.

CEC’s road safety team have reviewed Road Traffic Collisions (RTCs) involving
pedestrian and cyclist casualties and the collision record does not evidence any
particular road safety for the users’ issues in the LCWIP study area. It is however
noted that cycling with motorised traffic is perceived as a key barrier by a large
proportion of individuals and this LCWIP seeks to address this issue.

3.6 Significant Trip Generators

3.6.1 Local Plan Sites

Cheshire East adopted their Local Plan in July 2017 which covers the period up to
2030. The areas identified for housing, employment and mixed-use developments;
alongside safeguarded land is displayed in the figures below for each town within the
LCWIP study area.

Figure 3-2 Wilmslow Local Plan Sites

Figure 3-2 shows that the Local Plan identifies housing and employment
development land to the north and south of Wilmslow town centre. This comprises:

¶ Employment site at Wilmslow Business Park;

¶ Housing sites for the provision of 600 dwellings; and

¶ Housing and employment sites at Royal London, and the North Cheshire Growth
Village.
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Figure 3-3 Macclesfield Local Plan developments

Figure 3-3 shows that the Local Plan identifies housing and employment
development land at the centre, to the east, and to the south-west of Macclesfield
town centre. This comprises:

¶ Strategic housing and employment sites in Central Macclesfield, including 500
dwellings;

¶ Housing and employment site at the South Macclesfield Development Area, and
at Congleton Road, including 1350 dwellings; and

¶ Housing sites for the provision of 600 dwellings.
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Figure 3-4 Congleton Local Plan Developments

Figure 3-4 shows that the Local Plan identifies housing and employment development
at the north east, south, and north west of Congleton town centre. This comprises:

¶ Back Lane/Radnor Park: proximate to the new Congleton Link Road (CLR),
providing up to 750 new homes, and up to 7 hectares of employment land;

¶ Congleton Business Park Extension: proximate to the new CLR, delivering around
625 new homes, 10ha of employment land;

¶ Giantswood Lane to Manchester Road: delivering around 500 new homes;

¶ Manchester Road to Macclesfield Road: delivery of around 450 new homes;

¶ Tall Ash Farm: delivery of around 225 new homes; and

¶ North of Lamberts Lane: delivery of around 225 new homes.

3.7 Stakeholder Engagement

Stakeholder views were gathered through liaising with local interest groups and the
general public with attendance at the LTP consultation events throughout May and
June 2018. Local interest groups were invited to events to gather views on local
walking and cycling issues; general transport issues in Congleton, Wilmslow and
Macclesfield, and across the Cheshire East borough as a whole.

The stakeholder feedback was subsequently consolidated and displayed on separate
maps for the three towns, as displayed in Appendix A.
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The main outputs from the stakeholder engagement within each town is as follows:

¶ Wilmslow

o Improvements to cycling provision required between Wilmslow and
Handforth, particularly via Manchester Road;

o Improvements to cycling and walking provision from Wilmslow town
centre to Waters employment area and towards Manchester Airport;

o Wayfinding improvements and street lighting improvements required
in proximity to Waters employment area;

o Improvements to walking and cycling routes linking to Wilmslow rail
station.

¶ Macclesfield

o Improve cycling provision on routes to residential estates surrounding
the town centre;

o Improvements required for access to Macclesfield rail station;

o Wayfinding and crossing provision improvements required to
Macclesfield District General Hospital.

¶ Congleton

o Ambition for a circular route around Congleton which broadly follows
the alignment of existing footpath provision;

o Improvements to West Road/Holmes Chapel Road/Sandbach Road;

o Upgrade required to roundabout junction and associated approaches
at Clayton Bypass.

3.8 Mapping Trip Origin and Destination Points

Origin and destination points were identified across the LCWIP geographical area.

A trip origin typically refers to an area which is likely to be the starting point for frequent
trips, such as residential areas.

A trip destination typically refers to those areas which are likely to be the end point of
a journey, such as employment, schools or retail areas and transport interchanges.

Employment sites, educational establishments and future development sites were
therefore mapped and trip generators in close proximity to each other were clustered
to simplify the analysis.

The outcomes of the origin and destination mapping exercises are displayed in Figure
3-5 to Figure 3-7 below.
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Figure 3-5 Wilmslow trip origins and destinations
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Figure 3-6 Macclesfield trip origins and destinations
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Figure 3-7 Congleton trip origins and destinations
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3.9 Identification and Classification of Desire Lines

Following the identification of trip origin and destinations, desire lines were identified
to reflect the most popular origin/destination trips.

The Propensity to Cycle Tool (PCT1) was used to assist the identification of key cycle
desire lines within the LCWIP area. The following three PCT scenarios were used to
reflect the different levels of cycle activity in the LCWIP area:

¶ Baseline (2011 Census);

¶ Government Target scenario; and

¶ Go Dutch scenario (cycling levels in England are to reflect those in the
Netherlands, taking account for English hilliness and trip distances).

Further detail on the PCT software and the three scenarios is included in Appendix B.

The priority desire lines which were identified are displayed in Figure 3-8 to Figure
3-10 below.

1 Propensity to Cycle Tool found at http://pct.bike/.
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Figure 3-8 Wilmslow desire lines
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Figure 3-9 Macclesfield desire lines



OFFICIAL
23

Figure 3-10 Congleton desire lines
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3.10 Summary

A review of baseline data from Wilmslow, Congleton and Macclesfield has
demonstrated that:

¶ Travel to work via cycling across the LCWIP study area broadly aligns with the
national average (3%), with the greatest number of residents travelling to work via
car is highest in Congleton (67%), however commuter journeys via car broadly
align with the national average;

¶ There is potential for more than 100% increase in the number of journeys to work
via bicycle within all LCWIP towns, and potential to double the number of journeys
to work (under 2km) undertaken on foot, with a particular concentration of potential
journeys Wilmslow;

¶ The Cheshire East Local Plan (2017) outlines future development sites including
housing and employment which will require sustainable connections through
walking and cycling routes, particularly: southern Macclesfield, close to the new
Congleton Link Road, and the south of Wilmslow town centre;

¶ Origin and destination mappings, development site plans, and desire lines
generated through analysis of the PCT have been identified and have provided
an evidence base to inform the identification of future routes and desire lines to
connect key trip origins and destinations such as schools, hospitals and transport
hubs;

¶ Local interest groups have contributed to the identification of required walking and
cycling improvements. Suggested improvements have been used to inform the
development of the LCWIP.
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4. Network Planning for Walking

4.1 Introduction

The analysis of baseline data through a review of local policy documents and
background data forms a solid evidence base to support the next step of beginning to
create a network plan for walkers with the aim of forming a coherent and well-
established network.

The future walking network plan has been derived through identifying links between
those areas which are identified as trip origins and trip destinations. As part of this
process, funnel routes have been identified, incorporating the route which most
pedestrians will follow to access a particular destination. Severance associated with
the landform or layout of a settlement often create funnel routes with high pedestrian
flows.  Given the diverse nature of pedestrian movements, the routes do not extend
into residential areas. Through creating a network plan of funnel routes, this LCWIP
identifies the core routes which require improvement.

4.2 LCWIP Corridors

Following the identification of desire lines, the desire lines were appraised to identify
those which should be taken forward for consideration as part of this LCWIP. This
process was undertaken for the towns across the LCWIP study area. The desire
lines were scored against a set of LTP objectives and deliverability criteria.

The walking desire line appraisal for Congleton is displayed in Table 4-1 below.

Table 4-1 Congleton Walking Desire Line Appraisal

Funnel Route

Objectives
Appraisal

T
O

T
A

L 
(m

ax
sc

o
re

 2
0)

R
A

N
K

Congleton Town Centre to West Heath 18 1

A54 to Congleton Link Road via Giantswood Lane 17 2
Congleton Link Road towards Town Centre via A54 Holmes Chapel
Road 17 2

Rood Hill to Congleton Link Road via A536 Macclesfield Road 17 2

Congleton Core Walking Zone 16 3

Congleton town centre to Congleton Link Road via Radnor Park 16 3

Congleton town centre to Congleton rail station 16 3

Congleton town centre towards LPS 31 Tall Ash Farm development area 14 4
Congleton town centre towards LPS 32 North of Lamberts Lane
development area 14 4

Congleton town centre towards Astbury Mere 13 5

Congleton rail station to Buglawton 13 5
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Table 4-1 shows the highest scoring walking routes in Congleton are:

¶ Congleton town centre to Congleton rail station;

¶ Town centre towards Congleton Link Road via Radnor Park/A54 Holmes
Chapel Road;

¶ Congleton town centre to West Heath;

¶ Congleton town centre to Lower Heath (links to Congleton Link Road via
Giantswood Lane);

¶ Congleton Core Walking Zone;

The walking desire line appraisal for Macclesfield is displayed in Table 4-2 below.

Table 4-2 Macclesfield Walking Desire Line Appraisal

Funnel route

Objectives
Appraisal

T
O

T
A

L 
(m

ax
sc

o
re

 2
0)

R
A

N
K

Macclesfield town centre towards Macclesfield College via A536
Congleton Road 19 1

Macclesfield town centre to Middlewood Way 17 2
Macclesfield town centre towards South Macclesfield Development Area
(SMDA) via A523 London Road 17 2

Macclesfield Core Walking Zone 16 3
Macclesfield town centre to A537 Cumberland Street towards Broken
Cross residential estate 15 4

Macclesfield College towards Macclesfield District General Hospital 15 4
Macclesfield town centre towards new Kings School site via Westminster
Road 12 5
Macclesfield town centre towards LPS14 Land east of Fence Avenue
development 10 6

Table 4-2 shows the highest scoring walking routes in Macclesfield are:

¶ Macclesfield town centre towards Macclesfield College;

¶ Macclesfield town centre to Middlewood Way;

¶ Macclesfield town centre to SMDA;

¶ Macclesfield Core Walking Zone.

The walking desire line appraisal for Wilmslow is displayed in Table 4-3 below.
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Table 4-3 Wilmslow Walking Desire Line Appraisal

Funnel route

Objectives
Appraisal
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Wilmslow town centre towards Waters Employment Area 17 1

Wilmslow Core Walking Zone 16 2

Wilmslow town centre to Manchester Road 14 3

Wilmslow town centre towards Dean Row 13 3

Wilmslow town centre towards Royal London via Alderley Road 13 3

Wilmslow town centre towards Wilmslow Park 12 4

Wilmslow town centre towards Knutsford Road residential area 11 5

Table 4-3 shows the highest scoring walking routes in Wilmslow are:

¶ Wilmslow Town Centre to Waters employment area;

¶ Wilmslow Core Walking Zone;

¶ Wilmslow Town Centre to Manchester Road.

4.2.1 Network Plans

Core Walking Zones (CWZs) have been identified across the LCWIP study area.
CWZs typically comprise of a number of walking trip generators that are located within
close proximity to one another, such as a town centre. The intention of a CWZ is to
create a zone in which there are no specific routes but rather an area which creates
an attractive walking environment. Such an environment could include separation
between pedestrians and motorists, public realm improvements, or wide
footways/footpaths.

Within the LCWIP area, the CWZs were identified as the town centres of Congleton,
Macclesfield and Wilmslow since these aligned with the most significant number of
origin and destination points, as well as the identified clusters of points.

The walking network plans for each town within the LCWIP study area are displayed
below. The “future” routes refer to those routes where a desire line has been identified
and are considered as a future aspirational route.
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Figure 4-1 Congleton Walking Network Plan
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Figure 4-1 shows that the proposed funnel routes follow the main arterial routes to:

¶ Lower Heath (route 1);

¶ Congleton rail station (route 2); and

¶ West Heath (route 3).

Future routes include:

¶ A link from Congleton to Buglawton;

¶ A link to the future development site to the south of Congleton town centre;
and

¶ A circular leisure route around the edge of Congleton which broadly follows
existing footpath provision.
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Figure 4-2 Macclesfield Walking Network Plan

1

3
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Figure 4-2 shows that the proposed funnel routes provide a connection to:

¶ Middlewood Way to the north of Macclesfield town centre;

¶ Macclesfield College; and

¶ Macclesfield District General Hospital.

Future routes provide a connection from Macclesfield town centre to:

¶ The future housing development to the east of Macclesfield town centre;

¶ Future developments to the south of Macclesfield town centre; and

¶ A link to Bollington.
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Figure 4-3 Wilmslow Walking Network Plan
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Figure 4-3 shows that the proposed funnel routes provide a connection towards:

¶ Pownall Park and surrounding residential areas continuing towards Waters
employment area; and

¶ A route to the north of Wilmslow town centre towards Handforth.

The future routes include links to:

¶ Alderley Edge; and

¶ Future housing and employment sites to the south of Wilmslow town centre.
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4.3 Key Areas for Improvement

To identify the areas where improvements to walking infrastructure are required, and
the types of interventions which are most suitable, the CWZ and key walking routes
were audited utilising the Walking Route Audit Tool (WRAT). Audits were completed
during site visits on neutral days in October and November 2018. A neutral day is one
which represents typical traffic conditions on a usual working day.

The WRAT was developed as part of the Welsh Active Travel Design Guidance2 to
assist local authorities with the auditing of walking routes. The WRAT comprises of
an auditing methodology which is focused around the five core design outcomes for
pedestrian infrastructure. These design outcomes are similar to those required for
cycling. The core design outcomes are:

1. Attractiveness (maintenance, fear of crime, traffic noise and pollution);

2. Comfort (condition, footway width, crossing width, footway parking, gradient);

3. Directness (footway provision, quality of crossing provision);

4. Safety (traffic volume, traffic speed, visibility);

5. Coherence (dropped kerbs and tactile paving).

The assessment considers the needs of vulnerable pedestrians who may be older;
visually impaired; mobility impaired; hearing impaired; with learning difficulties; buggy
users, or children.

The core design outcomes are scored on a 0 - 2 scale, with 0 as the lowest score and
2 as the highest score. The WRAT was completed as part of the walking audits and
the routes were scored accordingly. Following the scoring, these areas were identified
as requiring the greatest improvement:

¶ Wilmslow: high traffic flows at the Manchester Road/Mill Street/A538 junction can
be intimidating for pedestrians;

¶ Wilmslow: wayfinding improvements and improved crossing points required on
the approach to Waters employment area from A538 Altrincham Road;

¶ Macclesfield; wayfinding improvements and improvements to crossing provision
required to access Hurdsfield Industrial Estate;

¶ Macclesfield; improvements to uncontrolled crossings and surfacing
improvements required from the town centre to Macclesfield College;

¶ Congleton: increased crossing provision required at Rood Hill/A54 Mountbatten
Way junction;

2 www.gov.wales
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¶ Congleton: improvements to uncontrolled crossings and wayfinding
improvements required from Congleton rail station to town centre.

These areas are outlined within Table 4-4 below and full details of the WRAT are
included within Appendix D.

Table 4-4 LCWIP Audited Walking Routes

LCWIP
Town

Audited walking funnel routes WRAT
score (max
score of
40)

Congleton Congleton Town Centre towards Lower Heath 16

Congleton Congleton Town Centre towards West Heath 19

Congleton Congleton Rail Station to town centre 20

Macclesfield Macclesfield Rail Station to Macclesfield District
General Hospital

21

Wilmslow Wilmslow Town Centre towards Handforth 21

Wilmslow Wilmslow Town Centre towards Waters employment
site

23

Wilmslow Alderley Road to Royal London 25

Wilmslow Macclesfield Rail Station to Middlewood Way 27

The audits identified route sections where severance, is a problem; where pedestrian
movements are constrained by heavily trafficked routes with limited crossing
provision. Major junctions such as Rood Hill/Mountbatten Way in Congleton, were
identified within the WRAT as having a high degree of severance.

The WRATs informed the selection of interventions on the funnel routes, as defined
in Section 4.4.

4.4 Establishing Walking Infrastructure Improvements

During the development of the LCWIP, improvements along funnel routes have been
identified, alongside a high-level cost estimate for each route. It should be noted that
further development of interventions for both walking and cycling is expected to be
required to confirm their feasibility and accurate cost. A wide range of design guidance
can be utilised to develop schemes to ensure high quality streets and pedestrian links
(see Appendix I).

The proposed route improvements on the future walking network are outlined in more
detail in the summary sheets below.



Congleton core walking zone
Congleton Core Walking Zone
1. Surfacing improvements within the
town centre to reduce trip hazards, and
investigate scope to introduce informal
streets arrangement at West
Street/Antrobus Street.
Wayfinding improvements required
throughout town centre.

1



Congleton town centre towards Lower Heath
Congleton town centre towards Lower
Heath
1. Implement highlighted crossings along

West Street at side road junctions (x4),
and investigate potential to implement
continuous footways

2. Consider build out of bus stop on
northern side of West Street to widen
footway since existing bus shelter
currently creates an obstruction to
footway

3. Implement improved crossings across all
arms (x4) of West Street/West
Rd/Clayton Bypass roundabout (to align
with proposed Dutch-style roundabout as
part of cycling interventions)

4. Implement improved crossings across all
arms (x4) of Clayton Bypass/Belgrave
Avenue/Barn Road roundabout (to align
with proposed Dutch-style roundabout as
part of cycling interventions)

5. Implement highlighted crossing point
across petrol station entrance at Barn
Road and consider removal of
guardrailing at A34 Clayton Bypass
roundabout

6. Consider widening footway using grass
verge on northern side of Clayton Bypass
(approx. 200m)

7. Implement improved crossings at Rood
Hill junction (x3) to link in with junction
improvement included within cycling
interventions

3

4

7

5/6

1/2



Congleton rail station to Congleton town centre
Congleton rail station to Congleton town
centre
1. Add refuge crossing across Park Lane

to support movements from the rail
station. Expand footway width through
build out in to bus layby and relocate
bus shelter.

2. Widen existing off-road route between
Sefton Avenue and Severn Close
(approx. 50m), which may incur land
ownership issues and a requirement to
change classification of existing path to
make this a shared path

3. Improve existing off-road shared track
between Thames Close and Townsend
Road through lighting improvements
and vegetation maintenance (approx.
250m). Surfacing improvements
required on Townsend Road.

1

2

3



Congleton town centre towards West Heath
Congleton town centre towards West
Heath
1. Scope to widen existing shared path on

northern side of West Road through use
of grass verge (as per cycle
interventions)

2. Implement dedicated crossing provision
on all roundabout arms to align with
proposed Dutch-style roundabout within
cycling interventions

12



Macclesfield core walking zone
Macclesfield Core Walking Zone
Wayfinding improvements throughout town
centre
1. Consider surfacing improvements along
Chestergate (approx. 250m) to mitigate
against potential tripping hazards created by
cracked/uneven paving slabs

1



Macclesfield town centre to Middlewood Way
Macclesfield town centre to Middlewood
Way
1. Improvements outside Macclesfield rail

station on forecourt and parking area to
be incorporated with improvements to
Macclesfield rail station as part of future
station improvements

2. At entry to Gas Road from Macclesfield
rail station, narrow junction mouth,
footway resurfacing and relocation of
street furniture

3. At off-road route on Gas Road, improve
lighting at underpass (approx. 6
streetlights) , removal of chicane in off-
road route (approx. 25m), and investigate
potential to add footway through desire
line across brick structure (approx. 50m)
to existing puffin crossing

4. Wayfinding improvements required
throughout route

1

2/3



Macclesfield town centre to Macclesfield District General Hospital

Macclesfield town centre to Macclesfield
District General Hospital
1. Consider removal of guardrailing on

Cumberland Street as this currently limits
pedestrian movements

2. Implement toucan crossings at Cumberland
Street eastern arm, Cumberland Street
southern arm, and Prestbury Road arm at
Prestbury Road/Cumberland Street/West
Park Drive rdbt

3. Implement highlighted crossing points on
West Park Drive (x2)

4. Implement priority crossings (x3) at
Prestbury Road/Victoria Rd mini rdbt

5. Replace existing uncontrolled crossing with
a highlighted crossing at entrance to
Hospital from Victoria Road

6. Wayfinding improvements along full route

1

23

4
5



Macclesfield town centre towards Macclesfield College
Macclesfield town centre towards
Macclesfield College
1. Implement a shared use route along

Sunderland Street (approx. 300m)
2. Improvements to uncontrolled crossings

(15 crossings - full route)
3. At Sunderland Street/Park Green junction,

investigate potential for junction redesign
to reallocate road space and widen
footways

4. Following Park Lane/Churchill Way
roundabout (where pedestrians follow Park
Lane route adjacent to the main
carriageway), investigate potential for build
out of bus stop to create on-line stop and
widen footway

5. Investigate potential for footway build out
at Ryle Park Road/Bond Street/Park Lane
junction to improve pedestrian safety and
improve accessibility of junction

6. Consider 20mph/traffic calming along full
route

1

3

4

5



Wilmslow core walking zone
Wilmslow Core Walking Zone
1. At Manchester Road/Station Road/Alderley
Road/Swan Street junction, convert existing
staggered crossing into straight crossing
across Manchester Road
2. At Manchester Road/Station Road/Alderley
Road/Swan Street junction, provide
controlled crossing on Station Road arm
3. At Broadway to Parkway, implement
highlighted crossing (x4) - two crossings
across Broadway and two crossings across
access to petrol station

1/2

3



Wilmslow town centres towards Waters employment area
Wilmslow town centre towards Waters
employment area
1. At the A538/Green Lane junction, upgrade
existing uncontrolled crossing at Starbucks (x1)
and Green Lane (x1) to highlighted crossing.
Investigate feasibility of cycle streets approach
on West Street with 20mph limit
2. Relocation of street furniture along Alderley
Road to improve footway width.

1

2



Wilmslow town centre towards Handforth
Wilmslow town centre towards Handforth
1. Upgrade crossing provision at Manchester
Road/A538 Alderley Road roundabout
2. Consider implementing 20mph/traffic
calming along Manchester Road

1

2
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4.5 Example Infrastructure

The quality of infrastructure is fundamental to creating an environment which actively
encourages walking and cycling. Information and examples are provided below for
the types of walking infrastructure recommended in this LCWIP.

Puffin crossing (image source: Sustrans)

Abbey Road Zebra crossing (image source: BBC)






































































































































































